
														  Parish Announcements 

• Service Schedule: In addition to the usual Saturday and Sunday services, the following will 
be held: 

Monday – Vespers for the Circumcision of Christ (5 PM) 
Tuesday – Orthros for the Circumcision of Christ and for St. Basil (9:30 AM) 
Friday – Royal Hours and Typica (9:30 AM) 
Saturday – Orthros and First Blessing of the Waters (9:30 AM), Renunciations (4:30 

PM) 
Sunday (Jan. 6) – Second Blessing of the Waters (6 PM) 

• Upcoming Baptism: Patrick B. will be received into the church on the Great Feast of 
Theophany (Jan. 6) during the Sunday morning Divine Liturgy. 

• Christmas Season: There is no fasting from Christmas Day until immediately before 
Theophany (Dec. 25 – Jan. 4). 

• Sunday School: Classes will meet next week. 

• Theophany Party (Jan. 6): The women’s group will hold a get-together next Sunday at the 
Moses house from 2-5 PM; please see Coleen for further details. 

• House Blessings: House blessings will begin following Theophany; scheduling 
information will be sent out shortly. 

• New Website: We have just launched a new version of our website (holyascension.net). 
The design, drawing with permission on the work of Fr. Michael Monos and iconographer 
Michael Alevizakis, focuses on simplicity and ease of navigation and is compatible with 
mobile devices. In addition to offering inquirer-friendly content, it will give parishioners 
access to the church calendar, devotional materials, and other resources, and it will 
provide regular updates on the life of the parish in the form of photos, homilies, and more. 
A special thanks to Thomas Ristas and Peter Young for their work on this project. 

• Coffee Hour: The coffee hour teams will continue the schedule put in place this 
December, with each team providing food every other week for the first four weeks of the 
month. 

• Counters Needed: We are in need of additional money counters to assist on Sundays 
following Liturgy. 

• New Bookkeeper: Many thanks to Tina, who has taken up the bookkeeping role on the 
finance team. This will be a great help to Jeff in his work as treasurer. 

• DERD Syrian Relief Program: For details on contributing to relief efforts, see 
http://antiochian.org/syrian-relief-program-introducing-derd.  

• West Chester Food Cupboard: We are now collecting canned fruit, boxed pasta, and 
spaghetti sauce. Please place your donations in the clear plastic bin in the library. Your 
contributions really help the needy in our West Chester area community! Thank you!    
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Ways to Get Involved 

Sunday, December 30, 2018 



 

The Lord chose the apostles, that they should be with Him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses… Every Christian is chosen—
chosen for similar deeds, namely: to be with the Lord, through unceasing remembrance 

THE EPISTLE 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (1:11-19) 
Brethren, I would have you know that the Gospel, which was preached by me, is not man’s gospel.  For 
I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ.  For 
you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the Church of God violently and tried 
to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people; so extremely 
zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.  But when He who had set me apart before I was born, 
and had called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son to me, in order that I might preach 
Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those 
who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus.  Then 
after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days.  But I saw 
none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother. 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (2:13-23) 
When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.”  And he rose and took the Child and His 
mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod.  This was to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My Son.”  Then Herod, 
when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed 
all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region, who were two years old or under, 
according to the time which he had ascertained from the wise men.  Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no more.”  But when 
Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take 
the Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s life are 
dead.”  And he rose and took the Child and His mother, and went to the land of Israel.  But when 
he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.  And he went and dwelt in a city 
called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a 
Nazarene.”  

Sunday after the Nativity of Christ 

Prayer Requests 

Today’s Scripture Readings 
Divine Liturgy Variables 

LIVING:	
Catechumen Roy B.; Catechumen Peter Y.; Catechumen Amira S., Catechumen Braden M.; 
Catechumen Patrick B.; Catechumen David S.; Bp. Athanasius of Kenya (very ill); Mary (Jeff K.’s 
cousin, cancer); Jeanne K. (tests); Erik (Joanna S.’s family); Vincent and Marteen (Mitri D.’s 
family); Kathy A. (lung cancer); Marlan A.; Bp. Alexander (undergoing chemotherapy); Christina 
(Lisa K.’s mother); Suad and Nasri (ill); Patty Y. (recovering from accident); Jack (Coleen’s dad, for 
continued healing); Nicholas (John C.'s friend); Daniel (Mark R.’s son); Orthodox suffering from 
persecution; those suffering from war and disasters 

DEPARTED:   
Aural (Jane S.’s aunt) 
Eleanor (Joanna S.’s family) 
Catherine 
Richard (Mitri D.’s family) 
Those killed in recent natural disasters 
Orthodox Christians and others recently murdered and killed during the fighting in the Middle 
East, Africa, and elsewhere in the world 

Did you know … 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone Six 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy 
revered tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades 
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world; 
O Thou Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

Apolytikion of the Nativity of Christ in Tone Four 
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shown to the world the light of wisdom – for by it those who 
worshipped the stars were taught by a star to worship thee, the Sun of righteousness, and to know 
thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee! 

Apolytikion of Sunday after the Nativity in Tone Two 
Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders, for thou hast seen a 
Virgin great with child – for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi thou didst 
worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ God to save 
our souls. 

Apolytikion of Holy Ascension in Tone Four 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy disciples with the promise of 
the Holy Spirit; and they were assured by the blessing that Thou art the Son of God and Redeemer 
of the world. 

Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ in Tone Three 
The Virgin brings forth today the Omnipotent One, and the earth offers a cave to the 
Unapproachable One. Angels give glory with shepherds, and the magi journey with the star, when 
for our sakes was born as a new babe He Who is from eternity God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is necessary, first of all, is faith in the Son of God…Also necessary are the virtues: Christian 
humility, alms-giving, continence, purity and chastity, simplicity and goodness of heart.  

Let us, then, O brothers and sisters, bring these virtues as a gift to the One Who was born for the 
sake of our salvation – let us bring them in place of the gold, frankincense and myrrh which the 
Magi brought Him, as to One Who is King, God, and Man, come to die for us.  

This, from us, shall be the most-pleasing form of sacrifice to God and to the Infant Jesus Christ.  

St. John of Kronstadt 


