
														  

SUNDAY, 

Parish Announcements 

• Christmas Services: The following services will be celebrated in honor of the Great Feast of the 
Nativity: 

December 24 – Royal Hours of Nativity (8:30 AM), Vesperal Liturgy (10 AM) 
December 25 – Festal Orthros (8:25 AM), Festal Liturgy (9:30 AM) 

• Church Beautification: The church will be decorated today after services; volunteers are 
welcome. 

• Christmas Season: There is no fasting from Christmas Day until immediately before 
Theophany (December 25 – January 4). 

• Theophany Party: The women’s group will hold a get-together on Sunday, January 6 at the 
Moses house from 2-5 PM; please see Coleen for further details. 

• Coffee Hour: The coffee hour teams will continue the schedule put in place this December, 
with each team providing food every other week for the first four weeks of the month. 

• Counters Needed: We are in need of additional money counters to assist on Sundays following 
Liturgy. 

• New Bookkeeper: Many thanks to Tina, who has taken up the bookkeeping role on the finance 
team. This will be a great help to Jeff in his work as treasurer. 

• DERD Syrian Relief Program: For details on contributing to relief efforts, see 
http://antiochian.org/syrian-relief-program-introducing-derd.  

• West Chester Food Cupboard: We are now collecting canned fruit, boxed pasta, and 
spaghetti sauce. Please place your donations in the clear plastic bin in the library. Your 
contributions really help the needy in our West Chester area community! Thank you!    
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Prayer Requests 

LIVING:	
Catechumen Roy B.; Catechumen Peter Y.; Catechumen Amira S., Catechumen Braden M.; 
Catechumen Patrick B.; Catechumen David S.; Bp. Athanasius of Kenya (very ill); Mary (Jeff K.’s 
cousin, cancer); Jeanne K. (tests); Erik (Joanna S.’s family); Vincent and Marteen (Mitri D.’s 
family); Kathy A. (lung cancer); Marlan A.; Bp. Alexander (undergoing chemotherapy); Christina 
(Lisa K.’s mother); Suad and Nasri (ill); Patty Y. (recovering from accident); Jack (Coleen’s dad, for 
continued healing); Nicholas (John C.'s friend); Daniel (Mark R.’s son); Orthodox suffering from 
persecution; those suffering from war and disasters 

DEPARTED:   
Aural (Jane S.’s aunt) 
Eleanor (Joanna S.’s family) 
Catherine 
Richard (Mitri D.’s family) 
Those killed in recent natural disasters 
Orthodox Christians and others recently murdered and killed during the fighting in the Middle 
East, Africa, and elsewhere in the world 

Saturday Vespers - 5:00 PM 

Sunday Orthros - 8:25 AM 

Sunday Liturgy - 9:30 AM 

Confessions - Saturday evenings, 
following most divine services, 
and by appointment 

 

 

 

	

For an updated service and event 
schedule, visit our online calendar: 

HolyAscension.net/calendar 
	

Ways to Get Involved 
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The Lord chose the apostles, that they should be with Him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses… Every Christian is chosen—
chosen for similar deeds, namely: to be with the Lord, through unceasing remembrance 

THE EPISTLE 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews (11:9-10, 32-40) 
Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to 
tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, and 
put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing 
to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, 
and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with 
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the 
world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had 
foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (1:1-25) 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  Abraham was the 
father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the 
father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of 
Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.  And David was 
the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam 
the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, 
and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of 
Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father 
of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after the deportation 
to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and 
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 
and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and 
Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ.  So 
all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the 
deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ 
were fourteen generations.  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When His mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the 
Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He 
will save His people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall be called Emmanuel” 
(which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called His 
Name Jesus. 

Sunday before the Nativity of Christ (the Genealogy) 

Today’s Scripture Readings 

Divine Liturgy Variables 

Did you know … 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone Five 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 
Virgin for our salvation – for He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death 
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

Apolytikion of the Forefeast of the Nativity in Tone Four 
Be thou ready, Bethlehem; Eden hath opened unto all. Ephratha, prepare thyself, for now, behold, 
the Tree of Life hath blossomed forth in the cave from the holy Virgin. Her womb hath proved a 
true spiritual Paradise wherein the divine and saving Tree is found, and as we eat thereof, we shall 
all live and shall not die as did Adam – for Christ is born now to raise the image that had fallen 
aforetime. 

Apolytikion of Sunday before the Nativity in Tone Two 
Great are the accomplishments of faith, for the three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of flames 
as though at waters of rest, and the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to the lions as though they 
were sheep – wherefore, by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls. 

Apolytikion of Holy Ascension in Tone Four 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy disciples with the promise of 
the Holy Spirit; and they were assured by the blessing that Thou art the Son of God and Redeemer 
of the world. 

Kontakion of Preparation of Christ’s Nativity in Tone Three 
The Virgin cometh today to the cave to give birth, ineffably to bring forth the Word eternal. 
Therefore, rejoice, O earth, at the message; with the angels and shepherds give glory to Him Who 
shall appear by His own will as a young child, He Who is from eternity God.  

 

 

 

 

St. John of Kronstadt 

He has come, He Who by a single word called all things 
visible and invisible from non-existence into existence, Who 
by a word called into being…all creatures, existing under 
His almighty providence and care; He has come, He Whom 
the innumerable hosts of Angels continually joy.  

And in what humility has He come! He is born of a poor 
Virgin, in a cave, wrapped in poor swaddling clothes, and 
laid in a manger.  

Riches, honours, glory of this world! fall down, fall down in 
humility, tearful devotion, and deep gratitude before the Saviour of men… Glory of this world! 
learn here, before the manger, your vanity. 


