Parish Announcements

* Service Streaming: To view livestreams of our services, please visit
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGp9uDgdYDw_sqUBWP_8zeQ.

* Agape Meal: We will have a potluck following Liturgy.

* Feast of the Ascension: Liturgy for Ascension will be held on Wednesday, June 9 starting at
6:30 PM. A potluck will follow.

* Service Time Change: Great Vespers on Saturday, June 12 will take place at 5:30 PM.

* Virtual PLC 2021: The virtual Parish Life Conference will begin this Saturday (June 12) and
continue with Wednesday evening discussions on June 16, 23, and 30. Please preregister at no
charge to receive the Zoom link for each event (https://www.holycrossonline.org/plc2021). See
below for Saturday’s schedule:

Opening Keynote by Fr. John Parker (9 AM)

Diocesan Synaxis (10:30 AM)

AWE and YAM Meetings (1:30 PM)

AMEN and Teen SOYO Meetings (3:30 PM)

Diocesan-wide Vespers (5:30 PM)

Closing Keynote by Steven Christoforou and Christian Gonzalez (7:30 PM)

¢ Church Garden: If you are interested in helping out with the garden on June 19 (or at other
times in the near future), please contact Roy B. about your availability.

* Prayer Chain Ministry: To join the prayer chain, write Fr. Christopher or reply to the email
announcement. Please contact Fr. Christopher to add new prayer requests.

* Fall Episcopal Visit: Bp. Thomas will visit Holy Ascension the weekend of September 11-12.

* Receipts for Donations: If you have purchased items for the church or made gifts in kind, you
can submit receipts to Jeff K. to be added to your giving as non-pledging contributions.

Prayer Requests

LIVING:

Catechumen John R.; Catechumen Dan S.; Della (Basil S.’s wife); David K. (Vicki M.’s nephew);
Carol (Vicki M.’s sister, recent hospitalization); Maggie (Fran H.’s sister-in-law, health); Thomas
(Fran H.’s husband, health); Jean (Lisa K.’s friend, cancer); Sophia (infant granddaughter of Lisa
K.’s coworker, leukemia); Marlan A.; Mitri, Tina, and family; Courtney M. (health); Maggie W.
(health); Ariel (Barbara H.’s daughter-in-law) and baby; Barbara H. (shoulder); Bp. Alexander
(health); Met. Hilarion (cancer); Jeanne K. (health); Dorothy (Fran’s mother); Elizabeth G. (heart);
Fiona (Jane S.’s family friend); Elias (Lisa K.’s cousin, tumor); Mary (Jeff K.’s cousin, cancer);
Christina (Lisa K.’s mother); Suad and Nasri (ill); Jack (Coleen’s dad, for continued healing); Daniel
(Mark R’s son); Orthodox suffering from persecution; those suffering from war, illness, and
disasters

DEPARTED:

Basil (Bill) S. (Jeanne’s friend) Casandra K. (Vicki M.’s sister-in-law)
Dennis K. (Vicki M.’s brother) Those lost to illness or natural disasters
Orthodox Christians and others recently murdered and killed during the fighting in the Middle
East, Africa, and elsewhere in the world
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9 Sunday of the Blind Man 0

0 Today’s Scripture Readings G

THE EPISTLE
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles (16:16-34)
In those days, while we the apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who
had a spirit of divination, who brought her masters much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and
us, and cried out saying: “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way
of salvation.” And she did this for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit:
“I charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But
when her masters saw that the hope of their gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates, they
said: “These men are disturbing our city, and they, being Jews, are setting forth customs which are not
lawful for us to receive or observe, since we are Romans.” The multitude then rose up together against
them, and the magistrates tore their garments off them, and commanded to beat them with rods. And
when they had inflicted many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging the jailer to
keep them safely. Having received such a charge, he cast them into the inner prison, and fastened their
feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and every one’s fetters were
unfastened. And the jailer, being roused out of sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew his sword
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried out with a loud
voice saying: “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And he called for lights and rushed in, and
fell down before Paul and Silas trembling with fear, and brought them out and said: “Masters, what
must I do to be saved?” And they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and
your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him, and to all who were in his house. And
he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and his entire
household. Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly,
with his entire house, in that he had believed in God.

THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (9:1-38)
At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth. And His disciples asked
Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was
not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him.
I must work the works of Him who sent Me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and
made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam,” which means “Sent.” So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors
and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?”
Some said, “It is he;” others said, “No, but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and washed and received my
sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees
the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them,
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not
from God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do you
say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not
believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man

who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born
blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is
of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had
already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the
synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called
the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a
sinner.” He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are His
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where He comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do not
know where He comes from, and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were
not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would
you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him
He said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And who is He, Sir, that I may believe
in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I
believe.” And he worshiped Him.

Divine Liturgy Variables

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone Five

Let us believers praise and worship the Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the
Virgin for our salvation - for He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

Apolytikion of Holy Ascension in Tone Four

Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy disciples with the promise of
the Holy Spirit — and they were assured by the blessing that Thou art the Son of God and Redeemer
of the world.

Kontakion of Pascha in Tone Eight

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of
Hades and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and
giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

Words from the Saints

When pride retreats from a man, humility begins to dwell in him, and the more pride is
diminished, so much more does humility grow. The one gives way to the other as to its opposite.
Darkness departs and light appears. Pride is darkness, but humility is light.
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