
																   Parish Announcements 

• Happy Mother’s Day! May God bless and keep our mothers, who have given 
their lives for our sake. 

• Church Cleanup Day: Many thanks to everyone who participated in 
yesterday’s cleanup! 

• Barbeque at Meyer Home Next Sunday: Fr. Daniel and Presb. Elizabeth are 
inviting the whole parish to a barbeque at their home on May 19 immediately 
following Liturgy. Feel welcome to bring your friends or family. 

• 2019 Parish Life Conference: This year’s PLC will run from June 26 – 30 
(Wednesday – Sunday) at Antiochian Village and will be hosted by St. John 
Chrysostom Church of York, PA. For additional details or to register, 
visit http://registration.antiochianvillage.org/Registration/Welcome.aspx?e=5
41B5D758D5A1AB723DAC632B2C6BB6A.  

• DERD Syrian Relief Program: For details on contributing to relief efforts, see 
http://antiochian.org/syrian-relief-program-introducing-derd.   

• West Chester Food Cupboard: We are now collecting canned fruit, boxed 
pasta, and spaghetti sauce. Please place your donations in the clear plastic bin 
in the library. Your contributions really help the needy in our West Chester 
area community! Thank you!    

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Diocese of 
Charleston, Oakland, and the Mid-Atlantic  

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch  
and All the East 

Primate 
His Eminence, the Most Rev. Metropolitan Joseph   

(Al-Zehlaoui) 

Diocesan Hierarch 
His Grace, the Right Rev. Bishop Thomas (Joseph) 

Pastor 
Rev. Fr. Daniel Meyer 

Subdeacon 
Vladimir Moses 

Saturday Vespers - 5:00 PM 

Sunday Orthros - 8:25 AM 

Sunday Liturgy - 9:30 AM 

Confessions - Saturday evenings, 
following most divine services, 
and by appointment 

 

 

 

	

For an updated service and event 
schedule, visit our online calendar: 

HolyAscension.net/calendar 
	

Ways to Get Involved 
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The Lord chose the apostles, that they should be with Him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses… Every Christian is chosen—
chosen for similar deeds, namely: to be with the Lord, through unceasing remembrance 

THE EPISTLE 
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (6:1-7) 
In those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against the 
Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. And the Twelve summoned 
the body of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to 
serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit 
and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a 
man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and 
Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they prayed 
and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (15:43-16:8) 
At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking 
for the Kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And 
Pilate wondered if He were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether 
Jesus was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that He was dead, he granted the 
body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and taking Him down, wrapped Him in the linen 
shroud, and laid Him in a tomb, which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against 
the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where He was laid. And 
when the Sabbath was passed, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought 
spices so that they might go and anoint Him. And very early on the first day of the week they went 
to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the door of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone was rolled back—
it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in 
a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, Who was crucified. He has risen, He is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But 
go, tell His Disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He 
told you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment had come 
upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women, 
Pious Joseph of Arimathea, and Righteous Nicodemus 

Prayer Requests 

Today’s Scripture Readings 

Divine Liturgy Variables 

LIVING:	
Catechumen Yiannis B.; Catechumen Amelia B.; Catechumen Laurie W.; Catechumen Roy B.; 
Catechumen Peter Y.; Catechumen Amira S., Catechumen Braden M.; Catechumen David S.; Tina 
D. (recovering from surgery); John D. (sick); Theodore D. (eye); Joe (Sarah B.’s uncle, recovering 
from surgery); Cindy (Mark R.’s sister, recent hospitalization); Seraphim B.; Kathy A. (cancer and 
stomach); Jeff K. (recovering from knee surgery); Marlan A. (spine); Alexandra C.; Sue (Yiannis B.’s 
aunt, undergoing chemotherapy); Tom (Yiannis B.’s uncle); Fiona (Jane S.’s family friend); Elias 
(Lisa K.’s cousin, tumor); Mary (Jeff K.’s cousin, cancer); Vincent and Marteen (Mitri D.’s family); 
Bp. Alexander (undergoing chemotherapy); Christina (Lisa K.’s mother); Suad and Nasri (ill); Jack 
(Coleen’s dad, for continued healing); Nicholas (John C.'s friend); Daniel (Mark R.’s son); 
Orthodox suffering from persecution; those suffering from war and disasters 

DEPARTED:   
Gertrude (Patrick B.’s grandmother)   
Samir (Jeanne K.’s cousin)    
Those killed in recent natural disasters  
Orthodox Christians and others recently murdered and killed during the fighting in the Middle 
East, Africa, and elsewhere in the world 

Did you know … 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone Two 
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst 
destroy hell with Thy Godly power – and when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, 
all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

Apolytikion of Joseph of Arimathea in Tone Two 
The pious Joseph, having brought down Thy pure body from the Tree, wrapped it in fine linen, 
embalmed it with ointment, provided for it, and laid it in a new tomb. But Thou didst verily rise 
after three days, O Lord, granting the world Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion of the Myrrh-Bearing Women in Tone Two 
Verily, the angel came to the tomb and said to the ointment-bearing women: the ointment is meet 
for the dead, but Christ is shown to be remote from corruption. But cry ye: The Lord is risen, 
granting the world Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion of Holy Ascension in Tone Four 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy disciples with the promise of 
the Holy Spirit; and they were assured by the blessing that Thou art the Son of God and Redeemer 
of the world. 

Kontakion of Pascha in Tone Eight 
O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the power of Hades, 
and Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to the ointment-bearing women: 
Rejoice! And Thou gavest peace to Thy disciples, O Bestower of Resurrection to those who had 
fallen.  

 

 

 

Like Nicodemus, he [Joseph] was a secret admirer and disciple of the Lord Jesus. But, even though 
these two men were secret followers of Christ’s teaching, they were nevertheless ready to lay 
themselves open to danger by standing together with Christ… That what Joseph was doing was 
dangerous is indicated by the Evangelist by the word “boldly.” He needed, then, more than courage; 
he needed daring to go to Caesar’s representative and ask for the body of a crucified felon. But 
Joseph, as Nicephorus says, “in his greatness of soul, threw off his fear and shook off all 
subservience, showing himself to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.” 

St. Nicholas Velimirovich 


