
																   Parish Announcements 

• Service Schedule:  

Saturday – Akathist for the Departed (9:30 AM) 

• Orthodoxy 101: Orthodoxy 101 classes will not meet this coming Saturday 
(March 9) but will continue on subsequent Saturdays at 4 PM, concluding on 
April 20. While they are a requirement for those desiring to be received into 
the Church, all are welcome to attend. Prior to each class, please listen to the 
corresponding recorded lecture from Fr. Josiah Trenham (lectures are 
available for download at https://patristicnectar.org/store_catechism.html).  

• Lenten Women’s Retreat: AWE (Antiochian Women of the East) will hold its 
annual Lenten retreat from March 29-31 at Antiochian Village. This year’s 
theme will be “Pray, Fast, Give,” with Fr. Charles Nicholas Baz as the keynote 
speaker. For more information or to register for the retreat, please visit 
http://registration.antiochianvillage.org/Registration/Welcome.aspx?e=E6ED
8FA87D2F01DF11B6C6DB2F82B759. 

• DERD Syrian Relief Program: For details on contributing to relief efforts, see 
http://antiochian.org/syrian-relief-program-introducing-derd.  

• West Chester Food Cupboard: We are now collecting canned fruit, boxed 
pasta, and spaghetti sauce. Please place your donations in the clear plastic bin 
in the library. Your contributions really help the needy in our West Chester 
area community! Thank you!    
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For an updated service and event 
schedule, visit our online calendar: 

HolyAscension.net/calendar 
	

Ways to Get Involved 

Sunday, March 3, 2019 



 

The Lord chose the apostles, that they should be with Him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses… Every Christian is chosen—
chosen for similar deeds, namely: to be with the Lord, through unceasing remembrance 

THE EPISTLE 
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (8:8-9:2) 
Brethren, food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and 
no better off if we do. Only take care, lest this liberty of yours somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak. For if any one sees you—a man of knowledge—at table in 
an idol’s temple, might he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food 
offered to idols? And so by your knowledge this weak man is destroyed, the brother for 
whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your brethren and wounding their conscience 
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of my brother’s 
falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause my brother to fall. Am I not free? Am I not an 
apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the Lord? If 
to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship 
in the Lord. 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (25:31-46) 
The Lord said, “When the Son of man comes in His glory, and all the angels with 
Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. Before Him will be gathered all the 
nations, and He will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats, and He will place the sheep at His right hand, but the goats at 
the left. Then the King will say to those at His right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you 
visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him, 
‘Lord, when did we see Thee hungry and feed Thee, or thirsty and give Thee drink? 
And when did we see Thee a stranger and welcome Thee, or naked and clothe Thee? 
And when did we see Thee sick or in prison and visit Thee?’ And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.’ Then He will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from 
Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 
hungry and you gave Me no food, I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome Me, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit Me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see 
Thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
minister to Thee?’ Then He will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to 
one of the least of these, you did it not to Me.’ And they will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare) 

Prayer Requests 

Today’s Scripture Readings 

Divine Liturgy Variables 

LIVING:	
Catechumen Roy B.; Catechumen Peter Y.; Catechumen Amira S., Catechumen Braden M.; 
Catechumen David S.; Seraphim B.; Kathy A. (cancer and stomach); Jeff K. (recent knee 
surgery); Marlan A.; Alexandra C.; Sue (Yiannis B.’s aunt, undergoing chemotherapy); Tom 
(Yiannis B.’s uncle); Fiona (Jane S.’s family friend); Elias (Lisa K.’s cousin, tumor); Mary (Jeff 
K.’s cousin, cancer); Erik (Joanna S.’s family); Vincent and Marteen (Mitri D.’s family); Bp. 
Alexander (undergoing chemotherapy); Christina (Lisa K.’s mother); Suad and Nasri (ill); 
Patty Y. (recovering from accident); Jack (Coleen’s dad, for continued healing); Nicholas 
(John C.'s friend); Daniel (Mark R.’s son); Orthodox suffering from persecution; those 
suffering from war and disasters 

DEPARTED:   
Pete (Elizabeth M.’s grandfather)   
Reader Maxim (John K.’s father)   
Andrew M. (neighbor)     
Priest Ibrahim      
Bp. Athanasius of Kenya   
Those killed in recent natural disasters   
Orthodox Christians and others recently murdered and killed during the fighting in the 
Middle East, Africa, and elsewhere in the world 

Did you know … 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone Seven 
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross; Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn 
the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy – and didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim 
a warning that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion of Holy Ascension in Tone Four 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy disciples with the promise 
of the Holy Spirit; and they were assured by the blessing that Thou art the Son of God and 
Redeemer of the world. 

Kontakion for Sunday of the Last Judgment in Tone One 
When Thou comest, O God, to earth with glory, and all creatures tremble before Thee, and the 
river of fire floweth before the Altar, and the books are opened and sins revealed, deliver me 
then from that unquenchable fire and make me worthy to stand at Thy right hand, O 
righteous Judge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Chrysostom 

Even if we have thousands of acts of great virtue to our credit, our confidence in being heard 
must be based on God's mercy and His love for men. Even if we stand at the very summit of 
virtue, it is by mercy that we shall be saved. 


