
															   Parish Announcements 

• All-Night Vigil: Many thanks to all who participated in or assisted with the 
vigil this past Friday and Saturday. 

• House Blessings: If you need to reschedule your house blessing time, please 
contact Fr. Daniel. 

• Lenten Women’s Retreat: AWE (Antiochian Women of the East) will hold its 
annual Lenten retreat from March 29-31 at Antiochian Village. This year’s 
theme will be “Pray, Fast, Give,” with Fr. Charles Nicholas Baz as the keynote 
speaker. For more information or to register for the retreat, please visit 
http://registration.antiochianvillage.org/Registration/Welcome.aspx?e=E6ED
8FA87D2F01DF11B6C6DB2F82B759. 

• Counters Needed: We remain in need of additional money counters to assist 
on Sundays following Liturgy. 

• Christmas Gift Drive: On behalf of the Lord’s Pantry, many thanks to 
everyone who participated in the Christmas Adopt-A-Family program. It was 
an immense success, and your generosity made a difference to those adopted; 
over 530 children from low-income families received gifts this year. 

• DERD Syrian Relief Program: For details on contributing to relief efforts, see 
http://antiochian.org/syrian-relief-program-introducing-derd.  

• West Chester Food Cupboard: We are now collecting canned fruit, boxed 
pasta, and spaghetti sauce. Please place your donations in the clear plastic bin 
in the library. Your contributions really help the needy in our West Chester 
area community! Thank you!    
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The Lord chose the apostles, that they should be with Him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses… Every Christian is chosen—
chosen for similar deeds, namely: to be with the Lord, through unceasing remembrance 

THE EPISTLE 
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:1-10) 
Brethren, working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God 
in vain.  For He says, “At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the 
day of salvation.” Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  
We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as 
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, 
hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful 
speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for 
the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute.  We are treated as impostors, 
and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as 
punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (25:14-30) 
The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted 
to them his property; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at 
once and traded with them; and he made five talents more. So also, he who had the two 
talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those 
servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying: “Master, you delivered to me five 
talents; here I have made five talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into 
the joy of your master.” And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying: 
“Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.” His master 
said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I 
will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” He also who had received the 
one talent came forward, saying: “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where 
you did not sew, and gathering where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master answered 
him, “You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and 
gather where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take 
the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has 
will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he 
has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; there men 
will weep and gnash their teeth.” As Jesus said these things He cried out: “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear!” 

Synaxis of Holy and Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver  
and Anna the Prophetess 

Prayer Requests 

Today’s Scripture Readings 

Divine Liturgy Variables 

LIVING:	
Newly Illumined Patrick B.; Catechumen Roy B.; Catechumen Peter Y.; Catechumen Amira S., 
Catechumen Braden M.; Catechumen David S.; Jeff K. (recent knee surgery); Marlan A.; 
Alexandra C.; Sue (Yiannis B.’s aunt, undergoing chemotherapy); Tom (Yiannis B.’s uncle); 
Fiona (Jane S.’s family friend); Elias (Lisa K.’s cousin, tumor); Mary (Jeff K.’s cousin, cancer); 
Erik (Joanna S.’s family); Vincent and Marteen (Mitri D.’s family); Kathy A. (lung cancer); Bp. 
Alexander (undergoing chemotherapy); Christina (Lisa K.’s mother); Suad and Nasri (ill); 
Patty Y. (recovering from accident); Jack (Coleen’s dad, for continued healing); Nicholas 
(John C.'s friend); Daniel (Mark R.’s son); Orthodox suffering from persecution; those 
suffering from war and disasters 

DEPARTED:   
Reader Maxim (John K.’s father)   Aural (Jane S.’s aunt) 
Andrew M. (neighbor)    Eleanor (Joanna S.’s family) 
Priest Ibrahim     Catherine 
Bp. Athanasius of Kenya    Those killed in recent natural disasters 
Orthodox Christians and others recently murdered and killed during the fighting in the 
Middle East, Africa, and elsewhere in the world 

Did you know … 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone Three 
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His 
own arm. He hath trampled down death by death and become the first-born from the dead. 
He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion of the Presentation of Christ in Tone One 
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our 
God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in 
thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection. 

Apolytikion of Holy Ascension in Tone Four 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy disciples with the promise 
of the Holy Spirit; and they were assured by the blessing that Thou art the Son of God and 
Redeemer of the world. 

Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ in Tone One 
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb and, as is meet, didst 
bless Simeon’s arms and didst also come to save us, preserve Thy fold in wars and confirm 
them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John Chrysostom 
For this end God gave us speech, and hands, and feet, and strength of body and mind and 
understanding, that we might use all these things both for our own salvation and for our 
neighbor’s advantage. 


