
															  Parish Announcements 

• Service Schedule: Additional services will take place this week as follows: 

Friday – All-Night Vigil (7:30 PM) 
Saturday – Liturgy for the Presentation of Christ (8:30 AM) 

• Blessing of Taylor Run: Weather permitting, the blessing of our local stream 
will take place today after Liturgy. 

• House Blessings: If you need to reschedule your house blessing time, please 
contact Fr. Daniel. 

• Counters Needed: We remain in need of additional money counters to assist 
on Sundays following Liturgy. 

• Christmas Gift Drive: On behalf of the Lord’s Pantry, many thanks to 
everyone who participated in the Christmas Adopt-A-Family program. It was 
an immense success, and your generosity made a difference to those adopted; 
over 530 children from low-income families received gifts this year. 

• DERD Syrian Relief Program: For details on contributing to relief efforts, see 
http://antiochian.org/syrian-relief-program-introducing-derd.  

• West Chester Food Cupboard: We are now collecting canned fruit, boxed 
pasta, and spaghetti sauce. Please place your donations in the clear plastic bin 
in the library. Your contributions really help the needy in our West Chester 
area community! Thank you!    
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For an updated service and event 
schedule, visit our online calendar: 

HolyAscension.net/calendar 
	

Ways to Get Involved 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 



 

The Lord chose the apostles, that they should be with Him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses… Every Christian is chosen—
chosen for similar deeds, namely: to be with the Lord, through unceasing remembrance 

THE EPISTLE 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews (7:26-8:2) 
Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a High Priest, holy, blameless, unstained, 
separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, 
to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; He did this 
once for all when He offered up Himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as 
high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son Who 
has been made perfect forever. Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a 
High Priest, one Who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a 
minister in the sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord. 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (19:1-10) 
At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  And there was a man named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich.  And he sought to see Who Jesus was, 
but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature.  So he ran on 
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, for He was to pass that way.  And 
when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and 
come down; for I must stay at your house today.”  So he made haste and came down, and 
received Him joyfully.  And when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be 
the guest of a man who is a sinner.”  And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, 
I restore it fourfold.”  And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

Recovery of the Relics of John Chrysostom 

Prayer Requests 

Today’s Scripture Readings 
Divine Liturgy Variables 

LIVING:	
Newly Illumined Patrick B.; Catechumen Roy B.; Catechumen Peter Y.; Catechumen 
Amira S., Catechumen Braden M.; Catechumen David S.; Marlan A.; Alexandra C.; Sue 
(Yiannis B.’s aunt, undergoing chemotherapy); Tom (Yiannis B.’s uncle); Fiona (Jane S.’s 
family friend); Elias (Lisa K.’s cousin, tumor); Mary (Jeff K.’s cousin, cancer); Erik 
(Joanna S.’s family); Vincent and Marteen (Mitri D.’s family); Kathy A. (lung cancer); Bp. 
Alexander (undergoing chemotherapy); Christina (Lisa K.’s mother); Suad and Nasri (ill); 
Patty Y. (recovering from accident); Jack (Coleen’s dad, for continued healing); Nicholas 
(John C.'s friend); Daniel (Mark R.’s son); Orthodox suffering from persecution; those 
suffering from war and disasters 

DEPARTED:   
Reader Maxim (John K.’s father) 
Andrew M. (neighbor) 
Priest Ibrahim 
Bp. Athanasius of Kenya  
Aural (Jane S.’s aunt) 
Eleanor (Joanna S.’s family) 
Catherine 
Those killed in recent natural disasters 
Orthodox Christians and others recently murdered and killed during the fighting in the 
Middle East, Africa, and elsewhere in the world 

Did you know … 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone Two 
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then 
Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power – and when Thou didst raise the dead 
from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou 
giver of life, glory to Thee. 

Apolytikion of St. John Chrysostom in Tone Eight 
Grace shining forth from thy mouth like fire hath enlightened the universe and disclosed 
to the world treasures of uncovetousness and shown us the heights of humility – but as 
thou dost instruct us by thy words, O Father John Chrysostom, intercede with the Word, 
Christ our God, to save our souls. 

Apolytikion of Holy Ascension in Tone Four 
Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God, and gladdened Thy disciples with the 
promise of the Holy Spirit; and they were assured by the blessing that Thou art the Son of 
God and Redeemer of the world. 

Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ in Tone One 
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb and, as is meet, 
didst bless Simeon’s arms and didst also come to save us, preserve Thy fold in wars and 
confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice the way in which Zacchaeus confessed his sin. He did not say: “Lord, I am a sinful 
man!” or “Avarice is my sickness!” No; but, showing the fruits of repentance, he thus 
confessed his sin and his sickness: “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor.” Is 
not this a clear confession that riches are his passion? “And if I have taken any thing from 
any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.” Is not this a clear confession that his 
riches were acquired in a sinful manner?  

He did not, before this, say to the Lord: “I am a sinner, and I repent.” He confessed this 
silently to the Lord in his heart, and the Lord silently received his confession and 
repentance. 

It is of more importance to the Lord that a man acknowledge and confess his sickness and 
cry for help in his heart than with his tongue, for the tongue is capable of deception, but 
the heart is not. 

St. Nikolai Velimirovich 


