
														  Parish Announcements 

• Service Schedule: As part of the celebration of Theophany, the second blessing of the 
waters will take place at 6 PM this evening. 

• Baptism Today: Congratulations to Patrick on his reception into the church! 

• Sunday School: Classes will meet today after coffee hour. 

• Theophany Party: The women’s group will hold a get-together at the Moses house from 2-
5 PM this afternoon; please see Coleen for further details. 

• Blessing of Taylor Run (January 13): Weather permitting, the blessing of our local stream 
will take place next Sunday immediately following Liturgy. All are encouraged to dress 
warmly and wear appropriate footgear. 

• House Blessings: House blessings will begin following Theophany; scheduling 
information will be sent out shortly. 

• New Website: We have recently launched a new version of our website 
(holyascension.net). The design, drawing with permission on the work of Fr. Michael 
Monos and iconographer Michael Alevizakis, focuses on simplicity and ease of navigation 
and is compatible with mobile devices. In addition to offering inquirer-friendly content, it 
will give parishioners access to the church calendar, devotional materials, and other 
resources, and it will provide regular updates on the life of the parish in the form of 
photos, homilies, and more. A special thanks to Thomas Ristas and Peter Young for their 
work on this project. 

• Counters Needed: We are in need of additional money counters to assist on Sundays 
following Liturgy. 

• DERD Syrian Relief Program: For details on contributing to relief efforts, see 
http://antiochian.org/syrian-relief-program-introducing-derd.  

• West Chester Food Cupboard: We are now collecting canned fruit, boxed pasta, and 
spaghetti sauce. Please place your donations in the clear plastic bin in the library. Your 
contributions really help the needy in our West Chester area community! Thank you!    
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Ways to Get Involved 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 



 

The Lord chose the apostles, that they should be with Him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses… Every Christian is chosen—
chosen for similar deeds, namely: to be with the Lord, through unceasing remembrance 

THE EPISTLE 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus (2:11-15, 3:4-7) 
My son Titus, the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training 
us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly 
lives in this world; awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all 
iniquity and to purify for Himself a people of His own who are zealous for good 
deeds. Declare these things; exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one 
disregard you. When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 
appeared, He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in 
virtue of His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy 
Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 
we might be justified by His grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life. 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (3:13-17) 
At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 
him. John would have prevented Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by Thee, and 
Thou dost come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for thus it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was 
baptized, He went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were 
opened and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on 
Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, with Whom I 
am well pleased.” 

The Theophany of Christ 

Prayer Requests 

Today’s Scripture Readings 
Divine Liturgy Variables 

LIVING:	
Newly Illumined Patrick B.; Catechumen Roy B.; Catechumen Peter Y.; 
Catechumen Amira S., Catechumen Braden M.; Catechumen David S.; Bp. 
Athanasius of Kenya (very ill); Mary (Jeff K.’s cousin, cancer); Jeanne K. (tests); 
Erik (Joanna S.’s family); Vincent and Marteen (Mitri D.’s family); Kathy A. (lung 
cancer); Marlan A.; Bp. Alexander (undergoing chemotherapy); Christina (Lisa 
K.’s mother); Suad and Nasri (ill); Patty Y. (recovering from accident); Jack 
(Coleen’s dad, for continued healing); Nicholas (John C.'s friend); Daniel (Mark 
R.’s son); Orthodox suffering from persecution; those suffering from war and 
disasters 

DEPARTED:   
Aural (Jane S.’s aunt) 
Eleanor (Joanna S.’s family) 
Catherine 
Richard (Mitri D.’s family) 
Those killed in recent natural disasters 
Orthodox Christians and others recently murdered and killed during the fighting 
in the Middle East, Africa, and elsewhere in the world 

Did you know … 

Apolytikion of the Theophany of Christ in Tone One 
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was 
made manifest; the voice of the Father did bear witness unto Thee and call Thee 
His beloved Son, and the Spirit in the form of a dove did confirm the constancy 
of the Word. O Christ our God, Who didst appear and illuminate the world, 
glory to Thee, o Lord. 

Kontakion of the Theophany of Christ in Tone Four 
On this day Thou hast appeared unto the whole world, and Thy light, O 
Sovereign Lord, is signed on us who sing Thy praise and chant with knowledge: 
Thou hast now come, Thou hast appeared, O Thou Light unapproachable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In spite of our sinfulness, in spite of the darkness surrounding our souls, the 
Grace of the Holy Spirit, conferred by baptism in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, still shines in our hearts with the inextinguishable light 
of Christ ... and when the sinner turns to the way of repentance the light smooths 
away every trace of the sins committed, clothing the former sinner in the 
garments of incorruption, spun of the Grace of the Holy Spirit.  

St. Seraphim of Sarov 


